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It has been my pleasure to serve as Chair of the Battle River Alliance for Economic Development for a very 
productive 2018-19. BRAED has delivered on many commitments that will move our region forward. 

A regional process of broadband consultations and business case development means that we are all more 
informed about the impacts and options available. Our team has built a tremendous value-added agriculture
program. We are looking forward even greater results this coming year. 

Our communications increased measurably with re-energized tools including our bi-monthly newsletter, KNOTice; Twitter, 
@BRAEDAlberta; a refreshed website; and more community visits. These programs have increased BRAED’s profile with our 
members, our collaborators and potential investors. 

2018-19 was also a year of solid accomplishment in BRAED’s operations.  Our partnership with Community Futures East Central 
and a more cost-efficient operating model are important steps towards greater sustainability.

Above all we value the active and ongoing support of BRAED members. From a outstanding Value-added Agriculture Working 
Group to the continuing membership of 25 municipal partners, thank-you. 

Finally a hearty thanks to the BRAED Executive for 2019-20. We have asked you to work hard. 
• Edward Kusalik, Town of Daysland; Larry Tiedemann, Town of Tofield; Stan Schulmeister, County of Paintearth; Arnold 

Hanson, Associate Member; Shelley Cook, Village of Coronation; Vic Goodman, City of Camrose (to December 2018).

I am ENERGIZED as we fully launch into 2019-20. We are getting stronger and stronger. 

Brian Ducherer, Village of Ryley
Chair



CORE AREAS HIGHLIGHTS - 2018-19

• Investment attraction

• Open for business

• Relationships



INVESTMENT ATTRACTION

• Value-added Agriculture

• New agriculture industry fact sheets

• Definition of long term strategy

• Project scoping and funding resulting in 

$186,000 in new projects for 2019-2020

• Plan Protein Alliance of Alberta Regional 

Tour with over 100 participants

• Leveraging relationships with regional 

economic development community to 

deliver projects



OPEN FOR BUSINESS

• Extensive website work

• New look and feel
• 25 NEW community profiles

• Business retention and expansion

• Business survey with 
86 participating businesses 

• Regional business network model 
developed

• Broadband pre-feasibility

• Created four sub-regional business case 
reviews



RELATIONSHIPS

• BRAED KNOTice relaunched
after 3 years absence

• Twitter account relaunched 
after 18 months absence

• Attendance at regional events
• Four Board of Directors’

Meetings with Outstanding 
Speakers



BEHIND THE SCENES

• Office move from Killam to Viking and facility colocation 
agreement with Community Futures East Central Alberta 
included shared administrative support

• Completion of financial review 2017-18 recommendations 
and improved ongoing reporting to members

• Contracted services 

• Bookkeeping 

• Management services

• Communications services



2018/19 BRAED Financial Report
Michael Wetsch, Grant Thornton LLP
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